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Psychoanalysis was consid-
ered a Jewish profession. from the
beginning, both because Freud was
Jewish and because most of his fol-
lowers were as well, according to
Dr. Mia Biran, a professor in the
psychology department at Miami
University and a member of the
psychoanalytic institute’s faculty.

Librarian Lori Jones and Dr. M a Blran .m the nstltute’s I|brary

Bom an Ashkenam Jew_m

1856, Sigmund Freud began lifé in -
what is now the Czech Republic.-

His family settled in Vienna nine
years later. There Frend was edu-
cated, got married to Martha
Bemays, the granddaughter of
Hamburg’s chief Rabbi, and sup-

ported a large family. In response -

to the Nazi threat, Freud moved to
London in his last years.

Freud was educated as a neu-

-rologlst during the late 1800’s

when - physics and chemistry
began to influence biology. After
doing laboratory research on the
testicles of eels, the anatomy of
fish, cerebral palsy and cocaine,
and after earning his medical
degree in 1881, Freud’s intellectu-
al life underwent a sea change.

In 1885, Freud studied with
Jean Martin Charcot, at that time a
leading — if ot the leading ~ neu-
rologist in Europe. Charcot intro-
duced Freud to the unconscious

_developed an “anatomical” theo

through the portals of hysteria and
hypnosis.
Unlike - biological research

that-gains insights by direct obser-

vation through dissection, through

_a microscope lens or through rela-
- tively simple mechanical or chem-

ical manipuiations that-readily per-
mit linking cause and effect, the
unconscious is studied through
talking.

Freud developed methods of

‘mvesugatmg the uncouscmus ‘:‘andﬂ,:

then, using these methods; he

of the human mind as well 2§
ational principles. Terms in- com

mon use such as ego and repres- -

sion arose from this research.

But talking to small numbers
of subjects instead of gathering
“responses™ from statistically sig-
nificant “sample populations™ led

Freud into a research arena consid-
-:efed mnot: amenable to scientific
‘inquiry by the scientific establish-

ment. Hence, to this day, Freud’s
influence is felt in literature, the
arts ‘and other areas of humanities
— considered a more proper home
for his form of inquiry as well as to
a limited extent in psychology.

But Freud’s observations are
intriguing to scientists, nonethe-
less, if only for the questions his
work poses —or so thinks neuro-
scientist, Eric Kanndel.

Eric Xandel, a Jewish

mdemc Kapp

'lID. 1C1t

Austrian who like Freud fled the
Nazis, but at a much younger age
and landed in the U.S. .. .

After completing medical

school, he began his career as a
psychiatrist, then shifted his focus
from the practical world of medi-
cine to scientific inquiry.

As a professor of physwlo
and psychiatry at Columbm
University, Kandel stadied the bio-
logical changes that accompany
learning and memory development

"in the simple sea slug. In 2000,

Kandel was awarded the Nobel

rize for Physiology.or Medicine

or-thisline of research.

In a 2004-.interview with

Columbia University’s internal

“pubhcaneu The Record, Kandel

_asseited that Freud’s work is now
‘worthy ‘éf SCICDtlflC consideration

- an important staternent commg

from a‘neurobiologist.

- “If psychodnalysis i$ satisfied .
- with its current position,- that’s
“fine,” said Kandel” “Freud will‘be

‘read like Shakespeare and Homer,

as great wotks of literary insight.

But if they want 10 become 2 sci-

need to get an empmcal,f

tmn -shows a biological basis of
the unconscious. Frend had some
interesting notions —some of
which are now in a position to be
tested by neuroscience --but baby
* has-not: grown. smentifically since
191027

dome psychiatrists and to
-practioners who -find his observa-
tions useful in a chmcal settmg,
accordmg to Dt. Biran.. - -

. It’is “because, Frend’s work
occlipies a- unique -position in aca-
demm of ‘being neither fish nor
fowl = neither kosher nor non-
that Cincinnati has a
choanalytic institute that is sep-

-arate ‘and ' distinct from the local

vniversities and colleges, yet

draws upon faculty from them,

particularly medical doctors. -
“Nonetheless, it offers the com-

munity a significant, and unusual,

resource, Of particular value to the

community - is the . institute’s
library.

Begun in 1981, The Kapp
.Memorial Library’s holdings

include some 4000 books of which
one-half is about Freud. The other
half of the collection contains
materials on  developmental,
social, adolescent and child psy-
chology. In addition, there is much
in the collection relevant to
Freud’s influence in the humani-
ties, the arts and literature.
"Recently, the library has

entory storage, whichis
con sctous. recall of informa&’

Tradlﬁonally, Freud has been
taught to, medical students study- .
| ‘ing to b

orial Lil)ary

embarked on_an expansion that.

includes an ophne ;gataloguc ang -

computers for library patrons. It is

praceeding despite suffering a loss
of 1/3 of its endowment in the
recent economic downturn, as did
the institute itself,

*  For Cincinnati -residents so
inclined, the closest-other psycho-
analytic institute is in Cleveland.
But it lacks a research library. The

. closest such resource with a library

is mn Chicago, with holdings that
include some 12,000 books.
Anyone in the community

méy join the 1ibrary Membership

rs the services of a profes-

‘sionali librarian for research proj-

ects as well* s aceess to events

and progranis’ ‘spanning psycholo—
BY. p%ych,otherapy& literature” and
‘the arts —as we]l asa contmuous
-book sale. .



